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Railroad Avenue.

MR. CANNING: Correct.

MR. MACRI: Yes, the property owner, you
know, it doesn’t extend to the north side, but I think
that’s where we, as a town, working with the property
owner need to come to some kind of partnership on this to
understand for the next 50 years we’re going to resolve
this problem that, actually, I think everybody really
wants to have, a lot of pecople passing through this
station.

MR. CANNING: I think we’re all on the same
page. Sort of to bring the elephant into the room, so to
speak --

MR. MACRI: Please.

MR. CANNING: =-- we’ve got parking here. I
know that parking is very, very valuable for merchants and
it’s very, very valuable for municipalities to support
their economic growth. But you also have an opportunity
for a shuttle drop off on that side. The problem is, how
much parking do you need? How much shuttle access do you
need? And how much parking are you required to provide? So
those are the questions. I don’t have answers tonight and
I think we need to have some sort of a dialogue so that we

can figure out what the priorities are because, you're
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right, this is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for the
developer and for the town to come up with a plan that’s
going to -- we’ll all be proud of and that will serve the
community and the developer for the next 50 years.

MR. MACRI: I think the other thing that I
heard is there’s Ubers, there’s shuttles, Lyft, driverless
cars, those kind of things. But we still have vehicles,
private, public, shared, whatever, coming to this site. We
don’t see any change to that in the future, vehicles will
always be here, and I think that really needs to be
accommodated and I think we need to start working on some
kind of a true balance here between what we -- what we
require for parking and what actually would make better,
logical sense for safety in the streets.

I think, actually, even on the south side
you' ve got two lanes. Actually, 1f we could go to that
slide? Because there’s something I don’t understand and
maybe you can clarify for me. In between the two lanes
there is a safety zone, I think it’'s called?

MR. CANNING: Yep.

MR. MACRI: Is that raised? Painted? What
is that?

MR. CANNING: That’s painted.

MR. MACRI: Okay.
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MR. CANNING: And the idea is to keep the
cars that are passing far enough away from the cars that
are dropping off or picking up so that if somebody gets
out of the passenger side of the car and opens the door
you won’t have --

MR. MACRI: You’'re not stepping into the
cars whizzing by.

MR. CANNING: =-- exactly. Exactly.

MR. MACRI: It’s interesting because,
actually, as I see that it makes sense, but then again I'm
thinking, what’s the reality of it? Okay. I'm just
dropping somebody off there’s, you know, a couple of
people in the queue there, I'm just going to pull up into
that bypass lane and stop, let them out, and keep going.
You know, is it going to, actually, just because it’s an
open area is it just going to naturally fail?

The ADA parking that you’ve shown here --

MR. CANNING: Yep.

MR. MACRI: -- the parallel parking --

MR. CANNING: Yep.

MR. MACRI: -- that’s for use of the train-?
Is it part of the Plaza parking? How does that fit in?

MR. CANNING: So there’s four spaces there

now and until a few years ago, because I Googled an old
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photograph, there was nothing on these spaces other than
an ADA sign and these spaces had a sign that says, drop
off -- or said, drop off only, if you’re not in your
vehicle 1it’1ll be towed, something to that effect. Ryan,
you went out and took a photograph and now these spaces
also have the same notice that if you leave your vehicle
it will be towed. So honestly, I don’t know whether it’s a
parking space or not a parking space.

The bottom line is, whatever it is for the
disabled we’re going to put it back so that it functions
exactly the same way.

MR. MACRI: Those particular spaces are for
people traveling on the train or for -- they’re just
there?

MR. CANNING: Well, they’re there.

MR. MACRI: For whoever shows up to use
them?

MR. CANNING: .They’re there, yes. One would
presume -- I presumed that they were for the train because
they’re right next to the train station. But if I was --
if for some reason I wanted to go into this office
building and there was a space there and I had a tag I
don’t see why I wouldn’t be allowed to park there.

MR. MACRI: Okay.
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MR. LEVY: Then why does it need to be next
to the train station?

MR. CANNING: I agree with you. It seems --
it seems like they are for the train.

MR. LEVY: I don’'t think you’re allowed to
park there if you’re going into the City or going up to
New Haven.

MR. CANNING: So, as I say, I looked --

MR. LEVY: I don’t understand --

MR. CANNING: -- they’re not metered.

MS. DELUCA: I think it’s for pick up.

MR. LEVY: ~-- I would imagine it’s for pick
up, but why would you need --

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: Well, we can find out.

MALE VOICE: There’s 12 spaces.

MR. CANNING: So they’re now —-- they’re now
signed as ADA drop off spaces. A few years ago they were
just ADA spaces.

MR. MACRI: One more thing to add to the
list and we’1ll kind of figure that out.

MR. CANNING: Yes.

MR. LEVY: I understand what it is --

MR. MACRI: You know, maybe a different

location?
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MR. LEVY: -- I never questioned it until

MS. DELUCA: Until he found his prime

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: Don’t go park there

MS. DELUCA: Right.

MR. LOWE: I’m sure there are laws about

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: Okay. So --
MS. GOSS: I have something.
CHATRPERSON ALBAN: -— Ms. Goss?

MS. GOSS: There’s another parking -- some

people will be coming down Greenwich Avenue and cross

Railroad Avenue and cross onto Steamboat and want to drop

people off right at that little pocket park --

MR. CANNING: Yep.

MS. GOSS: -- and especially if there’'s a

nice set of steps going up that way.

MR. CANNING: Yep.

MS. GOSS: But I guess they just shouldn’t,

I mean, there’s no lane, there can’t be because there’s

not space for a lane. Have you thought about, I mean --

MR. CANNING: So we looked at it and the
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road, Steamboat right at Railroad Avenue is wider, but
immediately it starts to get narrower. So there’s really
not enough room to have a drop off area there and have
cars go by, but people do it because, you know, it’s
convenient if there’s nobody immediately behind, so get
out quick sort of thing. Go ahead. Yes?

MR. LOWE: The depiction of the park I
believe, doesn’t it bow out a little bit? Do you have it?

MR. CANNING: Bill, can you -- it’s back I
presume, right? Keep going back until we get to the park
please? There’'s a nice aerial view near the start.

MR. MACRI: One more.

MR. CANNING: It’ll go one more.

MR. MACRI: There you go.

MR. CANNING: Yeah. So this is what I'm
talking about, right? That’s the existing curb and it’'s a
little bit wider here, but 1t starts to get narrower.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: I’'ve stood there a
million times.

MR. LOWE: Right. But you filled -- you
filled that in with what I'm calling this bowed out
section where it might be a logical --

MR. LEVY: Along Railroad. There.

MR. LOWE: -- right.
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MR. LEVY: Along Railrocad you’re talking
about?

MR. CANNING: The curb -~ the curb is
exactly as it is.

MR. LOWE: It is?

MR. CANNING: Yeah. What we’ve done is put
program in the internal area, but the curb is --

MR. LEVY: To me it looked -- I agree, it

looks like you’ve bumped out the curb in front of

Railroad.

MR. CANNING: -- T don’t think so. Can you
go back? I'm pretty -- because I know I parked here and it
goes -- no, that’s not really a good picture.

MR. LEVY: That doesn’t help you.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: Well, we have the
aerial -- we have aerials. Hold on. We have that one
aerial.

MALE VOICE: Keep going. One mcre. I can’t
really see 1it, there’s a tree in the way.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: No. We have that -- we
have a GIS -- do we have --

MR. LEVY: That should show it.

MR. CANNING: So that’s it there. There’s a

tree, cut the tree down and we’ll see it.
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CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: -- It’s a blue sheet,
it’s in color.

MR. LEVY: It’s not that important to
remove 1it.

MR. CANNING: We’ll look into it. So the
question really was, is the bow out there?

MR. LEVY: Yeah.

MR. CANNING: Yeah.

MR. LOWE: Well, the original issue is, is

there -- there’ll be a tendency to want to drop somebody
off there and is there space, 1is there sufficient -- isn’t
that -- Ms. Goss, is that what you were --

MR. LEVY: Right now people, you’re right,
people do like dropping off.

MR. CANNING: Right.

MR. LEVY: And they will drop off there
probably.

MR. CANNING: So the concern I would have,
right? Is if you put in -- if you formalize it or make it
acceptable to drop off there then lots of people are going
to say, let’s do it, and then you’re going to have them
backing up into the intersection. So somebody will say,
well, I’11 just wait for this guy to go, and the guy

behind him waits and now you have people sort of half in
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the intersection.
MR. LOWE: Mr. Levy is suggesting it’s
going to happen.

MR. LEVY: Yeah, I mean, well, I do it all

the time.

(Laughter)

MR. CANNING: So -- so my point is that if
it’s not -- if it’s not acceptable in the norm, right?

People would do it, but they’ll only do it when they think
they can get away with it because it’s not causing a
problem. If you make it a formal drop off that’s too small
people say, well, I'm entitled to do it and now I don’t
care if they’re somebody behind me.

MR. LEVY: Go a little bit beyond that. I
Jjust want to know -- I know my sensibility is I don’t want
to create a problem so I'm not going to do it 1if it’s
busy.

MR. CANNING: Right. Yeah.

MR. LEVY: But should it be discouraged? I
mean, should you even narrow 1t? I’'m just wondering what -

MR. CANNING: Yeah. We could -- yeah,
that’s a good suggestion. I think that’s a good

suggestion.
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MS. GOSS: Make the pocket park larger.

MR. CANNING: Okay. The one thing I’11 have
to do is I'1ll have to do a truck turning template just to
make sure I can get trucks around the corner. But it will
probably only affect a corner and I’11 be able to —-- if
you can, Bill, can you, I'm sorry, to where we were before
which was the -- that was it. Sorry. Close to it. Keep --
I'm not sure, but keep going. We’ll get there.

MR. MACRI: Go back.

MR. CANNING: ©No. That’s it. So what we
might end up doing is we’ll take this around the radius
around to here and then we can go straight from there.

MR. LOWE: But cut it off out front.

MR. CANNING: Yes. So the idea is that
it’1l be -- it’s narrower here and people won’t do it so
you won’t have a problem develop here. That’s what you’re
suggesting, right, Mr. Levy?

MR. LEVY: I think so. That’s what I'm -~

MR. CANNING: Yeah. Well, so that would go
hand-in-hand with providing more safer or capacity drop
off on both sides of Railroad Avenue and on Greenwich
Plaza on the south side because you obviously don’t want
to take away something without giving something back.

MR. LEVY: —-- right. But if you have an
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entrance there how do people --

MR. CANNING: To the train station?

MR. LEVY: ~- yeah. I mean --

MR. CANNING: Well, the way it works now,
lots of people park here and they just walk up and walk up
here, or if you live up in this area you walk down and you
walk --

MR. LEVY: =-- I'm just wondering if there’s
some other place that you can create on Railroad Avenue
there which allows people to just kind of go in and out
guickly and some kind of boardwalk or something.

MR. CANNING: -- so that was something that
-—- and I think I had mentioned earlier that we’ll have to
see what sort of trade-off there is for the need for all
of these parking spaces and perhaps a more drop off area.

MR. LEVY: If you have that, I mean time I
think -- I don’t think that -- to my sense I don’t think

that bulge exists and that --

MR. CANNING: So I think -- I think it
does.

MR. LEVY: ~-- I’'m wondering if that --

MR. CANNING: And I’11 tell you -- 1’11

tell you why, because --

MR. LEVY: —-— it looks more dramatic here.
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MR. CANNING: -- yes, I agree. I agree. But
I did park my car here, it’s not a spot, but I have a
small car, so I said -- I'm kind of like you, I'm doing
the sort of stuff I shouldn’t --

MR. LEVY: Yeah.

MR. CANNING: -~ so I parked it -- because
I wanted to take a photograph, so I parked my car in here
and I noticed that it bulged -- I know it bulges out
there.

MR. LEVY: Oh, okay.

MR. CANNING: TIt’s probably exaggerated
because of the perspective. But we’ll both go have a look
at it and see how big it is.

MR. LEVY: Okay.

MR. HARDMAN: Peter, Nick’s got it on
Google Earth. It does bulge.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: It does bulge, yeah.

MR. CANNING: So other traffic
transportation issues that we want to try and incorporate
into this?

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: I'm flying blind.

MR. CANNING: Okay. Well, I’11 come back.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: No. The other thing is

we can let staff know.
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MR. MACRI: But I think that, like you
said, it’s that -- it’s the balance between what’s parked
on the street, what’s parked down below —--

MR. CANNING: Yep.

MR. MACRI: -- how does the pick up and
drop off work efficiently, safely --

MR. CANNING: Yep.

MR. MACRI: -~ in this Town it’s kind of a
welrd thing, they say safety in the streets you’ve got to
think of your life no matter what it is and I think,
actually, here is a good example. Drop off, oh, I've got
to go in the opposite direction. Then it’s, now I'm
looking at a U~-turn in the middle of Railroad Avenue.
Probably a few times a day just like, I’'ve got to go -~
I'm pointing in the wrong direction kind of thing.

MR. CANNING: Yes.

MR. MACRI: 1It’s almost like you want to
kind of create a drop off/pick up that can’t be deviated
from, you know, and just kind of force them into it to
keep -- to keep them safe.

MR. CANNING: I hear you, right?

MR. MACRI: Yeah.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: You know human nature.

MR. CANNING: T know human nature and I
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know what we’ve been able to accomplish in the schools
because when we do it in the schools you have real estate,
right? The challenge here is both -- is real estate and
competing resource needs. But we’ll work through it and
we’ll get to a good solution.

MR. MACRI: You’'re aware we’ve got some
BETA comments that came back?

MR. CANNING: Yeah. I haven’t seen them,
but I'm aware.

MR. MACRI: Okay. And I think, actually,
there was Engineering =~- our engineers?

MS. DELUCA: Right.

MR. MACRI: Okay.

MS. DELUCA: And Sewer and Conservation.

MR. MACRI: Okay. Anything else?

MS. GOSS: I have just one other comment
while we’re doing this. If you’re in the -- if you’re in -
- 1f you’re underneath the Ashforth building and you
instead of -- and you’re trying to get from the commuter
lot under the Ashforth building --

MR. CANNING: Yeah.

MS. GOSS: ~- under the Greenwich Plaza
building and you try to walk on Arch Street --

MR. CANNING: Yes.
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MS. GOSS: -- you feel like you’re going to

die because you can’t get through those intersections

without being run over. I mean, it’s -- it’s like running

-~ it’s frightening. But you won’t -- people just won’t

walk that way.

aerial I think.

if you park in

this is --

MR. CANNING: Bill, can you --
MALE VOICE: Arch Street i1s in the center?

MR. CANNING: -— Arch Street, but the

MS. GOSS: The west side.

MR. CANNING: Yes. Yes. What was that? So

the parking underneath these buildings,

MS. GOSS: If you walk out the left side --

walk out the left side --

MR. CANNING: -- I'm not sure where you

come out from the parking here.

MS. DELUCA: On Arch.

MALE VOICE: Right there.

MR. CANNING: There?

MALE VOICE: Yeah.

MR. CANNING: Okay. So this is a sidewalk?

MS. GOSS: And you try to get from there to

the train station --
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MR. CANNING: Right.
MS. GOSS: -— it’s —-
MR. CANNING: So we’ll have to look at this

crosswalk to see what’s there.

MS. GOSS: ~-- 1it’s fairly awful.
MR. CANNING: Okay. And so -- and then from
here -- so there is a bit of a sidewalk up here I believe.

Mr. Macri, you’ve got your Google opened there, right?

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: Yes he does.

MR. CANNING: Commissioner Macri, sorry.

MR. MACRI: What did you want to see?

MR. CANNING: See if there’s a sidewalk on
the north side of Greenwich Plaza leading up from Arch
Street --

MR. LEVY: Yes, there’s a sidewalk.

MS. GOSS: But, no, it’s going ~-- if you
want to cross up to it, go up to Railrcad Avenue.

MR. CANNING: Oh, 1f you want to go to
Railroad -- well, so you’ll have to cross here and then --

MS. GOSS: Yeah. Cross that right -- that
crosswalk right there where your arrow 1is, it’s very
difficult.

MR. CANNING: Right. Right. So 1’11 --

MS. GOSS: It’s treacherous.
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MR. CANNING: =~- I will have a look at
that.

MR. MACRI: Yes. Actually, going up the
hill it’s on the north side.

MR. CANNING: Right. It’s not very wide,
but it’s --

MR. MACRI: Yeah. It’s there, but it’s very
narrow.

MR. CANNING: ~-- okay. Thank you
Commissioner Goss.

MR. MACRI: One guick question. Are there
bike racks on the north side?

MR. CANNING: Oh, on the north side --

CHATRPERSON ALBAN: They’re doing lots of
bike racks.

MR. CANNING: -- no. We can look into that.

MR. MACRI: Okay.

MR. LEVY: But also, going -- going
downhill to Steamboat there isn’t -- there isn’t much of a
sidewalk there either. People --

MR. CANNING: Here or here?

MR. LEVY: -- but, you know, people are
walking in the street all the time there. I think there’s

something, but it’s not adequate for when you have a train
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getting out and then you have --

the north side.

CHATIRPERSON ALBAN: A train, yeah.
MR. LEVY: -- people going --

MR. MACRI: Same situation.

MR. CANNING: Same situation.

MR. MACRI: 3 feet wide along the wall on

MR. CANNING: Yeah. Yeah.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: And in fact, one of the

BETA comments you’ll see -~

that.

comments 1s to

MR. LEVY: -— I don’t know what to do about

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: -- Mr. Canning =--
MR. CANNING: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: -- one of the BETA
look at widening all of the sidewalks --
MR. CANNING: Okay.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: -— to accommodate when

a train disgorges.

MR. CANNING: Nice word.

MR. MACRI: Let me write that down.
(Laughter)

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: It came to mind.

MR. LEVY: I'"d like to make a comment
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again. I think --

CHATIRPERSON ALBAN: Yeah. Mr. Levy’s has
been making sketches, so here goes.

MR. CANNING: Okay.

MR. LEVY: =~- at the train station I'm just
wondering if you can’t be a little bit more bold about
drop off and carving out some space in front of the train
station so there’s a real drop off that is out of the
traffic, so you actually turn off of the road into a drop
off lane in front of the train station?

MR. CANNING: I understand exactly what
you’'re saying. I will look at it.

MR. LEVY: And the other side of it could
be the shuttle dropped off.

MR. CANNING: Yeah.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: So what BETA’s comment
was that’s worth noting, you don’t need this anymore,
right? The proposed improvements to drop off/pick up
functionality are definitely modest.

MR. CANNING: Yep.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: However, I'm not sure
what other options there could be to improve vehicular
circulation given the existing constraints on the site.

And then the only comment is, she’s looking to know what
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issues we run into at present with the situation we have.
We could probably tell BETA that. I think we have some
experts on the Commission, on the problems with drop off
and pick up. We have at least two long-term commuters.
Three long-term commuters? Oh, no, you didn’t use
Greenwich. Okay.

MR. LEVY: And just to emphasize it, I
don’t know if there is an alternative to drop off, if
there was something else that could be done so you
wouldn’t need a drop off area.

MS. DELUCA: A Jjump seat.

MR. LEVY: Yes.

(Laughter)

MR. LEVY: But, you know, say, if it could
be on the other side of the street or something like that
somehow. But it would be nice to have a better traffic
pattern there so that it -- so that at least the morning
commute is not snarled. It really gets snarled and it'’s,
you know, the Arch Street light there is very congested in
the morning and it’s -- so that takes a little time. And
then when you turn and to drop off it takes time and
anything that we can do to make it work better would be
just terrific. So I just hope that you can come up with

something.
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MR. CANNING: So just -~ the key elements
that I'm hearing, I’ve taken notes, but the key elements
that I’'m hearing are --

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: Functiocnality.

MR. CANNING: -- functionality, but I mean,
it relates to the need for more drop off, the need for
shuttle drop off, the need for drop off on both sides of
Railroad Avenue, the need for wider sidewalks on the north
side of Greenwich Plaza so that when the train does let
out you could have -- it’s not like a penguin single file
walk down the sidewalk and when they go on the street.
Those are the key elements I'm hearing.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: The goal is to make --
to make the station, the new station a user-friendly
experience. The first goal is it is a transport center
first, so it’s to make the transit user friendly. And then
we do the look and what kind of hub it is and what
amenities it has and all of that. But the first thing is
the efficient movement of people, goal one, that is what
it is. And that was what we said when we opened tonight
was that those were the top priorities and for us the
first thing is, hey, this is, as people said, a great
opportunity to turn this into a site that is welcoming

because it’s not a hassle to arrive and leave.
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MR. CANNING: So I'm going to have to ask
for somebody to give me an interpretation --

CHATIRPERSON ALBAN: Of what I just said?
Oh, I'm sorry.

MR. CANNING: -- no, no, no, not of what
you said at all. So the parking spaces that are on
Railroad Avenue on this south side belong ~- are on
property that is owned by the Ashforth Company, right?
We’re providing, I think I said 18 more parking spaces,
right?

MS. DELUCA: Right.

MR. CANNING: So if we took half of that 18
and said, let’s take S spaces off of Railroad Avenue to
put in a drop off and pick up --

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: We’re going to lose
retail parking, is that where you’re going?

MR. CANNING: -- well, we’'re going to -- my
client is not going to be too happy because his tenets are
not going to be too happy —--

CHATIRPERSON ALBAN: Exactly.

MR. CANNING: =-- in the retail -- there he
is, he’s like, that’s not a grin, that’s like a --

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: Yeah. So -- but --

MR. MACRI: Mr. Canning --
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(Laughter)

MR. MACRI: -- Mr. Canning, you have to
keep going -- you’re kind of going in the right direction.
But what is it -- what is it -- what needs to be

compromised to create --

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: Right. To make 1t work.

MR. MACRI: -- a more efficient drop
off/pick up situation?

MR. CANNING: Right. Right.

MR. MACRI: As you’re looking at it and
going through the design --

MR. CANNING: Yes.

MR. MACRI: -- if I get rid of these 10
spaces here this will actually be better for the pick
up/drop off over here --

MR. CANNING: Right. Right.

MR. MACRI: -- that kind of thing. And I
think i1t’s something, actually, because we’re at the
beginning of this taking a look at that and seeing where
it is.

MR. CANNING: Right.

MR. MACRI: 1Is it something that we can
compromise on? Is it really going to affect tenant parking

and that kind of stuff, or is the other --
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MR. CANNING: That’s a conversation we will
have, yes.

MR. MACRI: -- or are the other benefits
we’ve been talking about --

MR. CANNING: Right. Right.

MR. MACRI: -- public benefit is actually
makes it -- the pick up and drop off that much smoother.

CHATIRPERSON ALBAN: So if you come back to
us with optimized -- I think we’ve got to be able to have
that conversation then. What would we lose in terms of
tenant parking --

MR. CANNING: Yep.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: -- of the businesses -~

MR. CANNING: Yep.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: -- if we optimized the
pick up/drop off and then --

MR. CANNING: Then we have the --

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: ~-- we have that
conversation about what works best for the property owner
and the tenants and what works best for people to find
that it’s a user-friendly experience and we try to find
the happy compromise.

MR. CANNING: =-- exactly.

MR. HARVEY: I just was going to say, in
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agreement John, I think it’s largely the street parking is
the problem and you can’t turn in. One thought is, which
we’re doing more in transit-oriented districts and
thinking of the different uses is maybe, I was going to
suggest i1t to John, maybe there’s a way in that morning
area time when people are dropping off the commuters,
before stores are even open and retail tenants don’t care,
then maybe then you could have some signage or something
where you could provide the parking so that it was pure
drop off --

CHATIRPERSON ALBAN: It’s a thought.

MR. HARVEY: =-- then when the commuters
were through and that rush hour was over before the stores
have opened‘that we open that up for --

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: But that’s not
happening now so -- Peter is describing it being very
messy in the morning.

MR. HARVEY: -- no, I know, but also you
are allowed to park there in the morning, so maybe you --

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: Oh, okay.

MR. HARVEY: -- maybe you could prevent
parking there --

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: You can’t park -- like
in the City, you can’t park -- no parking until 9:00 a.m.
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MR. HARVEY: -- something like that.

MS. DELUCA: 1Is that parking garage big
enough that you could go in and around?

MR. LEVY: But that would be a very good
idea.

MS. DELUCA: The store parking garage, that
you could -- that you could do some sort of, like,
circular drop off in there?

MR. CANNING: No.

MS. DELUCA: 1It’s not big enough?

MR. HARVEY: But you understand what I'm
saying?

MR. MACRI: It's a —-

MR. CANNING: Well, no, you don’t. It’s a
great 1ssue. It’s not wide enough to turn around in it and
because you’ve got the grade and the parking underneath
once you go in you’re no longer at street level, you can’t
come out.

MS. DELUCA: Well, could you -- could you
fit, I mean, you must know from your reports how many
people do the drop off now?

MR. CANNING: We did some surveys of drop
off activity.

MR. LOWE: That’s what I was going to ask
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is, do we have an understanding of the volume? If you knew
what the volume was that would dictate how many spaces you
were going to need for drop off. And if people -- my
experience down there is people go in and people are
always late and people exit the car quickly and the person
that dropped them there wants to get out of there.

MR. CANNING: Gone, yeah.

MR. LOWE: So the flow should be relatively
rapid and we should have an understanding of just exactly
what the volume is per minute or per whatever it is.

MR. CANNING: Yeah.

MR. LOWE: And that should dictate what the
need is.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: Well, it’s like the
school thing. I mean, Mr. Canning knows how the schools
work. Pick up takes longer than drop off.

MR. CANNING: Correct.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: The teacher, boom, the
kid is out and they pull them out of the car, pick up is a
whole different -- but -- so --

MR. MACRI: But it happens -- and happens
at the same time on both sides, pick up and drop off. So
you could get pecople picking up =--

MR. CANNING: You’re right, yeah.
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MR. MACRI: -- the system fails. It doesn’t
really matter.

CHATRPERSON ALBAN: ~- so -- and it’s -- we
know we have to balance with the retail. I mean, we
understand that it has to balance with the retail because
it’s got to be a good business for the property owner.

MR. CANNING: Right.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: But at the same time --

MR. CANNING: It’s got to work for you.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: -- no, and it should
also be a benefit --

MR. CANNING: It should work for everybody.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: -- to the property
owner to have the station be a, wow, Greenwich is such an
easy station, let’s go there.

MR. CANNING: Right. Actually, I worked on
a project in Harrison and it’s right at the train station,
it’s a retail, and what we proposed there for a drop off
area 1s there’s no parking from 7:00 to 9:00 and there’s
no parking from I think it’s 4:00 to 7:00, but all other
hours you can park there.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: But then -- so the
tenants are -- okay. So that might work. Okay. Alright. So

play with that. I mean, tell us what works.
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MR. LEVY: One other suggestion. There’s no
-- there’s stairs at three corners of the platforms, but
the fourth corner there’s no stairs I think.

MS. GOSS: The southeast corner. The south
corner at Arch --

MR. LEVY: Right?

MR. MACRI: At the Bruce, the Bruce side.

MS. GOSS: -- at Steamboat I meant.

MR. LEVY: Is there -- is there --

MR. MACRI: Right. There is one there, and
one there --

MR. HARVEY: Stairs there and no stairs
there.

MR. LEVY: -- no stairs there, right? So is
that -- there must be a reason why there’s no stair there,

but I was just wondering if that’s a good idea.

MR. HARVEY: (Indiscernible, too far from
mic.).

MR. CANNING: Well, you could, I mean, you
could walk -- when we widened the sidewalk out you could

walk up the sidewalk. We'’re proposing to put a sidewalk in
here.
MR. LEVY: But I'm thinking that if you

could alleviate some of that traffic if there were stairs
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at that end of the platform going down such the same way
as you have the other three corners. I really don’t know
why it wasn’t done there.

MR. CANNING: So we’ll have -~ I'm not sure
what the MTA’s restrictions will be on stairs and their
bridge abutments, but we can certainly have a look and see
what it looks like.

MS. GOSS: While you’re looking at that
area where you just were pointing on the -- right there,
that slope is dangerous because if you’re walking from --
if you’re exiting the train and you have to walk over to
Steamboat right there if you’re having -- if you’'re trying
to walk down that you have any kind of a heel on your
shoe, especially in winter --

MR. CANNING: Yeah.

MS. GOSS: -~ it’s treacherous.

MR. CANNING: Because of the slope?

MS. GOSS: Because of the slope. So they
need a rail or something to hold onto.

MR. CANNING: Okay.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: Okay? Everybody good?

MS. DELUCA: Yeah.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: Okay. Everybody good.

MR. CANNING: Thank you very much.
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CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: Mr. Cohen? I have a
last architectural question. You may know, you guys didn’t
-- couldn’t comment this morning. Is there a way that you
can have a sightline through the south end’s little park
with the red sculpture into the Sound from the station if
you were up high enough in the station?

MR. LOWE: From the north side.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: TIf you’re in the
station, in the proposed station, and you were standing on
the roof of the proposed station would you be able to see
the Long Island Sound? Would there be a nice view of Long
Island Sound?

MR. COHEN: Well, nicer than --

MR. CANNING: You’'d be looking through the
buildings. Yeah.

CHATRPERSON ALBAN: Well, you’d be looking
through the buildings over the red sculpture --

MR. COHEN: -- on the roof.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: -- and you would have a
clear sightline.

MR. COHEN: Sounds like it. Yes.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: There’s trees that
block it we believe, but --

MS. DELUCA: Could you fly a drone and see
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what that would look like?

MR. COHEN: No.

CHATRPERSON ALBAN: -- could you just go
stand on the roof?

MALE VOICE: (Indiscernible, too far from
mic.).

MS. DELUCA: Maybe. It depends what the
drone looks like.

MS. GOSS: Build the building higher.

MR. COHEN: What is the conclusion of your
guestion?

CHATIRPERSON ALBAN: The answer =-- so the
question I'm asking is, wow, you have this opportunity to
have an observation level.

MS. GOSS: A bar, yes.

CHATIRPERSON ALBAN: In the station.

MS. DELUCA: A station bar.

CHATIRPERSON ALBAN: It doesn’t have to be
on top of the roof.

MR. COHEN: You know, in light of the fact
Ms. Alban that you’ve raised this before we’re going to
take a real hard look at the views through that and on top
of the station building.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: I wouldn’t stand on top
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of the station.
MR. COHEN:
CHAIRPERSON
if T were you.
MALE VOICE:
CHATRPERSON
MR. COHEN:
CHATIRPERSON
application going to go if
MR. COHEN:
sightlines.

CHAIRPERSON

You wouldn’t?

ALBAN: No. I would not do that
10 more feet.

ALBAN: No. No.

That’'s a relief.

ALBAN: Where is the

you fall off the roof?

We’ll take a look at the

ALBAN: I'm just wondering

because it seems like we might have an opportunity to

capture a view of the Sound that people would really enjoy

at it would make a superb amenity, a draw for people. It’s

just a crazy thought. I know -- the Performing Arts Center

didn’t fly, so --

MS. DELUCA:
the movie theater?

MR. COHEN:

MS. DELUCA:

MR. CANNING:

MR. COHEN:

MS. DELUCA:

And then a rooftop garden over

Rooftop garden over --

On top of the movie theater?
Oh, you mean a green roof?

-—- on top?

Well, on the other side. Oh,
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is it all green roof over there?

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: Yeah. Yeah, it’s mostly
green roof. Do you see it?

MS. DELUCA: Yeah, right.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: It’s mostly green roof.
Okay. So that was just the last question. So Mr. Cohen, we

didn’t ask you at all about the text amendment tonight and

that was -~

MR. COHEN: Would you like me to talk about
it?

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: -- not really.

(Laughter)

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: Because --

MR. COHEN: That’s probably why you didn’t
ask me.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: -- because our sense of
the meeting this morning, my sense of everybody’s -- what

the comments were was, let’s kind of nail down what works
and then let’s -- let’s figure out the regulation that
needs to go in place to make it happen because we’ve got -
MR. COHEN: I agree.
CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: -- something that’s

good. I see your proposed regulation, your text amendments
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right now as placeholders. You want extra height for the
station. You want to be able to --

MR. COHEN: We want to be able to builld the

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: -- you’ve got the FAR
problem on the south side.

MR. COHEN: -- on the south side, correct.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: And it’s kind of
quirky. So is there a way that we could just grab the
whole —-- make it work and just have -- that’s why we were
talking about maybe thinking about an overlay zone or
something that’s just straightforward and says, yep, this
is the downtown train station overlay zone and this 1is
what 1t’s allowed to do.

MR. COHEN: Yeah. We had a conversation in
the past with Katie about a TOD overlay zone.

MS. DELUCA: Did Katie -- okay.

MR. COHEN: And we, I think, came to the
conclusion after those discussions that a more direct way
of handling it without creating too many precedents in
town would be to seek a couple of kind of --

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: Tiny changes.

MR. COHEN: -- discrete text amendments.

And these text amendments, really as you say Ms. Alban,
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are really for the purpose of allowing us to build that
south station the way you see it =--

CHATRPERSON ALBAN: Got it.

MR. COHEN: -- and the cinema the way you
see 1it.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: But as I said, as we
were talking this morning, we have so many examples in our
regulations of all of these quirky little things --

MR. COHEN: Yeah, I know.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: -~ so that some project
could work that the transit-oriented -- the
transportation-oriented development the snag was that we
wouldn’t want to do it in Cos Cob, Riverside and 0ld
Greenwich. What about if it was just the downtown? A hub.

MR. COHEN: Well, it is limited to the GB
zone.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: No, I mean, if we just
did an overlay that would only be allowed in the downtown
or something. I mean, there’s got to be a way we can make
it cleaner.

MR. COHEN: We’ll look at that and we will
look at the many suggestions we’ve heard tonight about
architectural issues and traffic circulation issues and

we’ll get the comments from ARC after we see them. And
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when we’re ready with a hopefully satisfactory response to
everything we’ve heard tonight we’ll come back to you.
CHATIRPERSON ALBAN: And I think people,

just as my general sense, there’s even people who didn’t

like -- who sent e-mails that they didn’t like the
building because they don’t like modern. They do -- they
do love the park. It seems the park is a good -~ a concept

that’s getting real traction. That’s my sense. That people
do like the idea, it seems to resonate across the board.
So that one I think is -- it’s working.

MS. DELUCA: The platform for the art has
worked too.

MR. COHEN: You mean you like the park and
nothing else?

MS. DELUCA: If you just do a bigger park.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: Well, it’s what’s
consistent so far in the feedback. You always try to get
to the win you have.

MR. COHEN: We’ll be back with some
changes, hopefully addressing some or all of the comments
you’ ve heard tonight.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: Okay.

MR. COHEN: Thanks very much for scheduling

this for tonight by the way.
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MR. MACRI: Just the text amendment as I'm
reading it here says, non--residential zones. So that’s
any business zone that’s actually adjoining State of
Connecticut railroad right-of-way. So I think, actually,
staff gave us 47 different properties that this could
qualify with.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: There. Yeah, that’s
Just downtown. But then the next question I asked Patrick
was, what about the other train stations? And I think you
guys might have -- I think T copiled everybody on that
question and the answer 1s, every other train station in
town that has at least one non-residential abutting it
apparently. So it’s still a little -- it would be nicer to
do it simple -- simply.

MR. COHEN: We heard some of those comments
during this morning’s briefing in terms of tightening up
the language and we certainly can do that.

MS. DELUCA: Remind me again when the next
Selectmen’s meeting is? Is it in a couple of weeks?

MR. COHEN: I think it’s August the 8th and
then the next one is the 21st or something like that.
There’s two in August.

MR. LOWE: They usually do it every two

weeks.
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MR. COHEN: Yeah.

MS. DELUCA: I think certainly for at least
another -- at least another one we’re going to have to do
-—- add another meeting.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: We don’t have anything
else to do.

MS. DELUCA: Do you see what I mean? The
just -- that it’s just -- because we’ve done sort of the
benefits side, now we need to do the other side.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: Yeah. I mean, to have -

MS. DELUCA: I think it’s a big enough
issue that --

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: =-- it’s -- it’s good
that we’re not -- if we’re not rushed with 10 other agenda
items when we’re talking to you guys.

MR. COHEN: Good.

MS. DELUCA: -- so we need to come up --
because we’ve got two dates already in September so we’ll
have to come up with --

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: A third date in
September. |

MS. DELUCA: -- yeah.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: We knew that. But that
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happens to us most years.

MS. DELUCA: Right. Right. This is true.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: One last question for
Mr. Levy. Go ahead.

MR. LEVY: You’re not proposing any
residential and I understand there’s a noise issue and
things like that can be dealt with somewhat. But was there
any —-- was there -- was there a consideration -- was there
any consideration for residential, or was that something
that you Jjust don’t think it’s practical there?

MR. COHEN: We talked about it Mr. Levy,
but really, we felt -- everybody felt after thinking about
it a while that there was really no good opportunity at
this location. That this is really a commercial location,
transportation location, and cinema, and it just -- it
just didn’'t go.

MS. DELUCA: Would you be constructing the
building, however, in such a way that 30 years down the
road, or whatever, that you could build something on top
of 1it?

MR. COHEN: Under existing zoning? No.

MS. DELUCA: Well, look what Port Chester
is doing, they’re going to eight stories.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: ILet’s not go there.
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MR. COHEN: Eight stories?

MS. DELUCA: No, they’ve approved 1it.
That’s their new zoning regs.

MR. COHEN: Wow.

MS. DELUCA: Plus, eight plus.

MR. COHEN: Do you foresee that possibility

Katie?

MS. DELUCA: No. No.

MR. COHEN: No.

(Laughter)

MR. COHEN: Thanks again.

MS. DELUCA: I wasn’t thinking.

CHAIRPERSON ALBAN: Dead body. Thank you
everybody.

MALE VOICE: Thank you.

(Whereupon, the hearing adjourned at 11:45
p.m.)
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